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BIOGRAPHY ON PEDRO J. GONZALEZ
Early life
Pedro J. Gonzalez was born in mid 1890 in Mexican village called Chihuahua. He attended the schools along the border. He aspired to be an operator of a telegraph for he was impressed and mover by technology. In the age of 14, he was a telegraph manager for Mexican National Railroads. In 1971, Pedro moved to Texas after the Revolution of Mexico after leaving Northern Division. 
In Texas, he used to sort out the mail at El Pas at a train station. After that, he was working as a telegraph manager. Later, in1920, Pedro fled out with his family due to the many conflicts brought about by the Mexican Revolution. He then fled back in 1921; he fled back to work with the Mexico North Western Railway as a telegraph operator. 
After three years, Pedro moved with his family to California, Los Angeles the economy was favorably blooming. He was working as a longshoreman on the docks where the workers were prohibited from singing while loading or offloading the cargo to the docks from the ships. One day, he started singing unconsciously, but he was never fired as per the terms and conditions of his job. In fact, he earned a good reputation amongst the other workers as a singer. Later on, he auditioned in a radio station as a singer. He was rejected for he sang in Spanish. This did not discourage him for he involved himself with radio ads.

Music career
In 1920, González was hired in a music house in L.A for ad-reader in the Spanish language. From this, he became independent and started writing advertisements for the Mexican products. He managed to start his show on an independent station which promoted his recognition in the Spanish community through KMPC radio station. 
Music and culture
He had a wake-up radio live show in Mexican Barrio. The show was aimed at the growing Latino and Mexican community. Pedro used to air live romantic music and some classics for the Mexican labourers. From this, Pedro became a cultural icon for he contributed largely in preserving the Mexican language and culture especially during the time the immigrants went through hostility in the 1920s and 1930s. 
Political influence
On his time in the radio, González used to discuss various topics especially the injustices and issues that affected the Mexican workers. He used to advertise local businesses and job listings. In 1929, he organized fundraising towards funding for the burial of María González - a Mexican woman who was a victim of rape and murder, and her family could not afford a proper burial to honor her.
Activism 
In 1930, there was a great depression. Hence, Mexican Americans and Mexican immigrants faced victims for the stagnant economy. Most illegal Mexicans were targeted in conducting a patrol in public transportation and in public parks to deport them. However, most legal Mexican Americans got departed under deportation policies. Pedro warned the Mexican community of the planned raids which was to be conducted as a government campaign in securing jobs for the Americans citizens. For this, he was unjustly incarcerated by some government officials. 
Life in prison and prison reform
Pedro was disgusted by how the officials mistreated the inmates. Pedro was forced to stand on top of a tank full of sewage and excrement in one of his punishments. After this experience, Pedro organized for a hunger strike which aimed to make the punishments more humane also for the inmates to have the right to write and receive letters and perform Mexican cultural events. This led to changes in the system.
Pedro remained in prison even after the woman he was accused of raping recanting her testimony. She confessed to having been pressured by the Police department of the Los Angeles to provide her former testimony. Finally, after various advocacy initiatives, Pedro was released in 1940 to be deported to Mexico.
Legacy and culture
Pedro only received recognition after a documentary was released that was aired in 1984. The documentary unleashed his life, his interviews and some footage. It majorly focused on his achievements in Los Angeles, prison activism and him as a Mexican actor. His legacy lives as a Los Angeles mayor. Moreover, San Diego proclaimed Pedro's day in 1985.
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